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PAINE - ATKINS HOUSE HABS No. MA-757

Locatsd on the south side of Langnook Rosd 1/3 mile east of U.S, Highway
6 in Truro, Barmstable County, Maseachusetts,

Building number 13-5 in Cape Cod National Seashore,

Owners: Heirs of A. leelie 3mith, late of
800 West Ferry Street, Buffalo, New York

Use: Summer residence, for rental,
Date of srection: ca. 1810/15

This is an exampls of a traditional Cape Cod "double-houee™ of the early
ninetsenth century, It is one of the oldest houses in Longnook Hollew,
Truro, and it is c¢lassified a historic structure in Cape Cod Hational
Seashore., It stands on land initially granted to Jonathan Paine in 1710,
whence the popular name "1710 House,"

PART I. HISTORICAL INFCRMATION

Contrary to popular opinion, this house was built in the early nine-
toenth century - most likely about 1810/15. The foundation for this date
is the internal evidence of the house itself, First, the roof structure
eonsists of hewn timber trusses with wide planks nailed perpendicular to
the ridge, This kind of construction persisted on the Lower Cape until
about 1820, which is thus the latest rsasonable date of construction, The
interior woodwork, by comparison with other examples, suggests a date in
the early nineteenth century, i.s., after 1800, Within these two decades
the style can be pinned down to sbout 1810/15, The mantel in the east room
consists of pilastere and entablature, and there are also pilasters in the
over-mantel, In general this whole composition is a simple carpenter's
version of the kind of elaborate mantel in the house called "Jericho,"
which was presented to the town of Dennis in 1962 as a historic center,
The details on the mantel in Jericho appear to be derivad from plates in
Asher Benjamin's Rudiments of Architecture, publiehed in 181h. This is
of course only a general clus, However, the mantel in the west room con-
sists of pilasters supporting an entablature with reeding in the pattemrn
of metopes, recalling plate 28 in Benjamin's American Builder's Companion,
which was published in 1806, Considering then the archaie structure of
the house and the general stylistic character of the woodwork, a date of
ea, 1810/15 seems the most reascnable estimate for the house.

The original owner of the house is not knowm, although probebly
a member of the Paine family, The Palne connection can be established
through proven nineteenth-century ownership. On the "Map of the Counties
of Barnstable, Dukes and Nantucket, Maseachusetts® published by Henry F.
Walling (New York, 1858) this house is clearly indicated J. Atikins,
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In the Atlas of Barnstable County, Massachusetts (Boaton, 1880)

Pe 76, the house is likewise clearly designated J. Atkins. According

to Mrs. Ruth Dyer of Truro, who keeps a private collection of geneal=-
ogloal and historical manuseripts, this J. Atkins was John Atkins who
was born in 1804. The histarian Shebnah Rich, Truro-Cape Cod (Boston,
1883), p. 226, makes the statement that "Lt, Jonathsn Pains, son of
Thomes Paine, Esq. the first settler, built the house now occupled by
John Atkins.* The same is repeated by Simeon Deyo, History of Barnstable
County, Massachusetts (New York, 1890), p. 933, adding the statement that
the house was built in 1710. These two accounts ars the origin of the
popular belief that the existing house wa® built in 1710 and of its

name "1710 House.® More importantly, these accounts eetablish that the
existing house, occupied in the nineteenth century by John Aticins,
stands an land originally granted to Lieutenant Jonathan Paine. Shebnah
Rich (p. 226) quotes the original document, dated May 8, 1710, by which
the proprietors granted to Jonathan Paine "a bit of land to set his
bouse," It is evident that a house was built about that time; however,
Rich (pe 226} goes on to say, "The lsaded windows, with small diamond-
shaped glass brought from England, the broad deep fireplaces, with wide-
mouthed ovens and the huge chisney stacks, have given place to moderm
substitutes, and other changes have laft but littls of the original
building of 1710." Indeed the rebuilding appears to have besen total
and ca. 1810/15,

Lieutenant Jonathan Paine (1686-1756) is well documented in leoal
history. In addition to the accounts cited above, he 1is variously men=~
tioned by Frederick Freeman, The History of Cape Cod, Vols. II (Bostonm,
1862), pp. 552-559. According to Rich ip. §E9§, his son Jomathan Paine
(be 1711} inherited his estate and became a mam of substance, The chain
of ownership has not been determined from the time the younger Jonathan
Paine acquired the property in 1756 until the map of 1858 establishes
the cwnership of John Atkinas, That century includes the time when owner-
ghip passed from Paine to Atkins and the date when the existing house
was built, It is possible then that the existing house was built by
a younger generation of the Paine family (by a son of the younger Jonathan ?)
or perhaps by John Atkins' father, who was Paul Atkins (1770-1851): sce
Vital Records of Truro (Bostonm, 1933), p. 186.

After the ownership of John Atidns, i.e,, after ca. 1890, the
existing house was owned in turm by & number of families -~ Stephens,
Poole, Goodwin. It was lately owned by A. Leslie Smith, who died in
1961 or 1962, end is now presumably owned by his heirs,

The house bas been littls altered inside, except for the replace-
ment of the over-mantel in the west room and the removal of the oceiling,
to sxpose the hewn joiats, in the original kitchen. The mantel in the
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original kitchen has leen stripped of paint; it also sppears to have
besn re-assembled. The garret has been finished as modern bedrcoms,

In midenineteenth century an ell was added on the north, as s workroom
ar summer kitchen, It is now fitted out as a modern kitchen. A
seresned porch has been sdded across the socuth front of the houss. The
surrounding treee and shrubs are now so denase that it is very difficult
to see the house,

A photograph of ca. 1890, owned by Miss Marion Rich of Truro, has
been copied for HABS, It shows the house, from the west, in the clear
setting formerly characteristic of Cape Cod. The western wall is come
plstely exposed, showing the shingled exterior and the windows - two
large and two smgll - in the gable. The northern ell is there, and near
the house are a small shed md barm. The road passes gquite near the house
on the north, (Shebnah Rick says that the read passsed in front of the
house on that site in the eighteenth century). The phetograph includee
& clear view of Longnook Hollow, and in the nssar background can be seen
the Thomas Dyer Honse (also in HABS, and building number 13-4 in Cape
Cod National Seashore).

Prepared byt

/Aruuuj_ U U Auu.x.
Ernest Allen Connally

National Park Serviecs

Cape Cod Survey II
Truro Field Office
August, 1962
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Located on the south side of Longnook Road 1/3 mile east of ¥.S8.
Righway 6 in Truro, Barnstable County, Massachusetts.

Building number 13-5 in Caps Ced National Seashors.

Ovners: Helrs of A. Leslie Saith, formerly of
800 West Ferry Street, Buffalo, New Tork

PART II. ARCHITECTURAL INFORMATION

The Paine~-Atkins House is a one and a half story Caps Cod
double houss of wood. The rectangular house faces aowth with a
nortk ell, All exterior and wall surfaces are shingled and the
house is swurrounded by residential lasms and planting.

The house is in excellent condition with over-all disensions
of 29' on the east by 34' on the south. The underpinniags are red
brick and the walis are plank ocomstiruction coverad with woodsn shinglee
on the exterier and with plaster an the iaterior. The frame 1s post
and beam. The sowth froat of the house has a modern screened-in porch,
A11 otber doors have rad brick stoops. There is one center ohimmey of
red briek,

The front door is in the center of the south side and there is a
door to the east from the north ell, and one on the west face of the
all - none seem original. The windows are 9/6 light dowble hung om
the first floor., The sscond fleor has &/8 light double hung sash,
A1l windows have exterior wooden blinds. Thes gable roof has wood
shingles, hewn timber about 5" x 8" and planks running perpendicular
to the ridge. There is a simple box cornice,

The first floor has two front rooms md a large room to the rear.
The first flooxr has a south froni door and entry stair hall with main
rooms on either side. To the north and resr is a large room that was
once the old kiltchen. This room has two small rooms on its east and
svidence for two having been on its west end, The north ell contains
a modern kitchen. The second floor has three modsrn bedrooms,

The one stair ruas from the south door to the center of the second
floor. The flooring is random width pine planking from 8 to 14" omn
the £irst floor. The second floor has some planks as wide as 20%,
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The walls and ceilings are plastersd. The southeast and south-
west rooms have wainscoting of painted wood. The southwest room
wainscoting risea to form the window stool and has a three panel over
one panel pattern. The wainscoting is natural wood as are the mantel
and the sxposed ceiling joists im the old kitchen. The interior doors
are all six panel painted wood with iron lift latches.

Lighting is modern electric lamps. The house has ceniral heat.
The fireplaces in the old kitchen, ad the southeast aand southwest
TOOmS ars open,

The modern road passes to the north of the house, Thers is a
modern asphalt drive to the east of the house which connects the road
1o a small garage-barm to the northeast of the house,

Pr ed by:

onald B. Myer
National Park Service
Cape Cod Survey II
Truro field office
July 26, 1962
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